The Coming Civilization

that most people possess these large quantities oi
wealth, not because they have earned it, but because
they have inherited it, the imperfections of such an
order become obvious.

The Effect of Equally Distributing Wealth

Let us try to imagine an order of society in which
all industry and big business is publicly owned,
and in which everyone has to work if he is to have
any money at all. As we have agreed, it is not easy
to imagine such an order, for it would be radically
different from that with which we have grown
familiar. This society would be classless, for there
would no longer be the two grades of owner and
employee. There would be no unemployment, for
all the work to be done would be shared out. There
would be no poor, for in return for his services each
worker would receive, either in the form of money
or a ration-card, enough to guarantee him the
ordinary necessaries, food, a house, etc., and a
surplus amount for recreation. The wealth to be
shared would be the total amount of wealth which
the community itself was creating. Each worker
would add both to the amount produced and to the
demand. The standard of living would fall only if
the population grew too large for the area of the
country (assuming no international exchange of
services), so that the supply of raw material was
unequal to the* demand.
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